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MN CREP expansion opens easement
opportunities in 12 additional counties

An outlet structure was installed as part of a wetland restoration on this MIN CREP easement in Freeborn County. Restoring the wetland reduced

pressure on the county ditch system while providing water storage and wildlife habitat. Photo Credit: BWSR
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YOUR Clean Water
Fund AT WORK

The Clean Water
Fund is among
several state and
federal funding
sources that
support MN CREP.

An amended agreement
between the Minnesota Board
of Water and Soil Resources
(BWSR) and the USDA’s Farm
Service Agency (USDA-FSA) will
make easement opportunities
via the Minnesota Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program
(MN CREP) available in 12 more
counties across the state and
expand eligibility for planting
native vegetation outside of
wellhead protection areas.

MN CREP is a voluntary
program that leverages

state and federal funds

to permanently protect
environmentally sensitive

land within targeted counties.
Participating landowners enroll
in the USDA-FSA-administered

Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) for 14 to 15 years, and
in the BWSR-administered
Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM)
Reserve program, which

taps state funds to establish
perpetual conservation
easements.

“MN CREP presents Minnesota
landowners with a unique
opportunity to preserve their
legacy by dedicating marginal
cropland to conservation
purposes,” said BWSR Executive
Director John Jaschke.
“Conservation lands protected
via MN CREP offer multiple
benefits including enhanced
habitat, improved water quality
and increased floodwater
storage.”

MINNESOTA

CREP

An agreement signed by BWSR
and the USDA-FSA launched
the program in 2017. At that
time, MN CREP was available
in 54 western and southern
Minnesota counties. The
amended agreement signed in

www.bwsr.state.mn.us


https://bwsr.state.mn.us/node/10081

January 2025 adds Benton,
Isanti, Kittson, Mahnomen,
Marshall, Morrison,
Norman, Pennington, Polk,
Red Lake, Roseau and
Sherburne counties.

The amended agreement
makes several other
changes. It extends the
program end date from
Dec. 31, 2026, to Dec. 31,
2039, or until a 75,000-
acre cap is reached. It
also allows landowners to
apply the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation
Service’s (NRCS) CP2
practice, which establishes
native vegetation to

all conservation lands.
Previously, CP2 could
only be implemented

in designated wellhead
protection areas. A
minimum of 15 species of
native grasses, forbs and
legumes must be seeded
on CP2 practice areas
established via MN CREP.

“Expansion of MN CREP

to northwest Minnesota
will be an opportunity to
restore grasslands in a part
of the state that has lost
thousands of acres of CRP
in recent years,” said Darren
Carlson, Marshall County
Soil & Water Conservation
District (SWCD) manager.

BWSR Easement Programs
Coordinator Kevin Roth
noted several advantages to
expanding the CP2 practice
beyond the wellhead areas:
Native vegetation planted
on areas with the CP2
practice benefits both game
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Twelve additional counties will be eligible for MN CREP under an
amended agreement. Map Credit: BWSR

and non-game wildlife,
reduces soil erosion, helps
to improve water quality,
and offers landowners the
opportunity to take marginal
cropland out of production.

“Typically, BWSR easements
are located in riparian areas
or have wetland restoration
components. The CP2
practice will increase the
type of land eligible for

MN CREP, including many
environmentally sensitive
areas we hope to target,”
Roth said. “Additional
riparian areas, currently
unrestorable wetlands,

and areas with karst
topography are a few that
will benefit surface water

O

Minnesota NRCS
website: www.
mn.nrcs.usda.gov

and groundwater quality.
The potential to expand and
create habitat complexes
within the 66-county region
are vastly improved with
the expansion of the CP2
practice.”

Roth said land with low
crop productivity indexes
will be prioritized for CP2
implementation.

“Depending on what we can
do within the CRP program
guidelines with the CP2
expansion, | think it could
greatly increase the number
of acres of conservation on
the landscape,” said Becky
Buchholz, Cottonwood
SWCD Farm Bill assistant
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and program technician.

“It has the potential to fill a
needed gap in the eligible
practices that aren’t riparian
or wetland.”

The Cottonwood SWCD staff
has worked with landowners
to enroll more than 2,000
acres on 29 easements via
MN CREP since 2017.

“MN CREP has been a great
option for our part of the
state, especially in the
beginning when we didn’t
have many RIM options due
to funding availability for
those programs,” Buchholz
said.

The agreement allows for
federal funding to cover
approximately 65% of
program costs; the balance
comes from a number

of state funding sources
including capital investment
dollars and the state’s
general fund, Clean Water
Fund, Outdoor Heritage
Fund and Environment and
Natural Resources Trust
Fund. To date, MN CREP has
distributed more than $285
million in state and federally
funded direct payments to
landowners to protect more
than 35,000 acres.

Roth said BWSR expects MN
CREP enrollment to resume
soon after continuous CRP
sign-ups open.

BWSR staff members write and
produce Snapshots, a monthly
newsletter highlighting the work of
the agency and its partners.
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